Corneal endothelial decompensation after argon laser iridotomy.
Focal corneal edema overlying the site of argon laser iridotomy followed by generalized corneal decompensation developed in six eyes of five patients. The average interval between the iridotomy and the development of focal edema was 3 years, with generalized edema appearing an average of 3.5 months later. Light, scanning and transmission electron microscopy of tissue removed at the time of corneal transplantation showed abnormalities characteristic of Fuchs' dystrophy in two patients. Possible contributing factors include episodes of intraocular pressure elevation, cornea guttata and the use of high total amounts of energy during laser iridotomy.